
From: Washington State Dairy Federation [mailto:wsdf@msn.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2005 5:07 PM 
To: Clark, Mark (ECY WCC); Becker, Debbie (ECY); Faulconer, Lee (AGR); Selby, Melodie; 
fkcolvin@cs.com 
Cc: Mena, Nora (AGR); jfcattle@elltel.net 
Subject: Livestock Tech Assist and CS Considerations 

To: Mark Clark, Executive Director, Washington State Conservation Commission 
 
From: Jay Gordon 
 
Re: Cost Share and Technical Assistance on Livestock Nutrient Management Funding 
 
It is our understanding that the Conservation Commission will be reviewing, at their 
December 1st, 2005 Board meeting, the results of the evaluation process that has been 
underway for the past 6 months to determine where and how to allocate cost share and 
technical assistance funding.  
 
I participated in the CD livestock Committee discussion last spring when the group set up 
this "evaluation" process for trying to determine how “best” and where “best” to send 
technical assistance funding. The goal of this technical assistance funding changed a bit 
in the legislation that provided this funding. In the late 1990’s it was generally easier to 
allocate technical assistance funding to those districts that had significant dairy planning 
needs. However the changes by EPA in the livestock CAFO permit to focus on all 
livestock operations have broadened to potential number and location of livestock 
operations that need or may need nutrient planning assistance. We hope that this 
"evaluation" process will prove helpful for your Commissioners in determining to some 
degree where and how to allocate these TA dollars. However we also hope and ask that 
the decisions of the Commission will not rest solely on the results of this survey. There 
are a couple of factors to consider: 

• There are significant on-going planning needs on dairy farms.  
• We believe that Clustering or sharing these technicians in distinct areas can and 

will help stretch limited state dollars while ensuring trained, quality planners are 
available in each region.  (For instance it makes sense to have a poultry planner 
available in SW Wa.. At least one dairy planner/technician available in NW 
counties and in the Yakima area.)  

• There are some areas of the state that may already have strong NRCS funded 
Technical staff and not merit added state funded staff.  

• There are obviously areas with more stringent nutrient control needs, for example 
the shellfish growers in Western Wa. can be directly impacted when water 
quality is impacted by livestock operations, the water quality standard is much 
tighter in these areas and requires tighter planning, implementation and 
management to serve the needs of these two important  sectors of agriculture. 

On determining potential changes to the the Livestock Cost share program, we 
understand that the Cattlemen have concerns about the initial limit of $10,000 per 
operations and may be requesting that these limits be increased. Dairy farmers support 



this increase in that we also requested, on numerous occasions, that the Commission 
modify the dairy cost share program in years gone by.  
  
Our thanks to you and the Commissioners for their careful consideration on this issue.  
 
 

Jay Gordon 

Executive Director 

Washington State Dairy Federation 

PO Box 1768  

Elma, WA 98541 

(360) 482-3485 

Fax (360) 482-4069 


